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A SAS Viewer is a free application for the 

Windows operating environment which 

enables you to view SAS data sets and 

other types of files without invoking SAS 

and without having SAS installed on your 

computer.

Definition
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SAS System Viewer 9.1 (SV)       SAS Universal Viewer 1.1 (UV)

Current Versions
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Note: both are available at support.sas.com - see “Downloads & Hot Fixes”



• Viewing/Sorting/Filtering SAS data sets

• Viewing SAS v5 transport data sets

• Viewing SAS programs, logs, and listings

• Editing SAS programs

• Viewing general text files and HTML

General Capabilities
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• Viewing SAS data sets with the 

SAS System Viewer 9.1

General Capabilities
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• Sorting SAS data sets with the 

SAS System Viewer 9.1

General Capabilities
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Before sorting by “Age”:



12

After sorting by “Age”:



• Filtering SAS data sets with SAS System 

Viewer 9.1

General Capabilities
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• Viewing SAS data sets with the 

SAS Universal Viewer 1.1

General Capabilities
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Opening a SAS library (Universal Viewer only
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• Sorting SAS data sets with the 

SAS Universal Viewer 1.1

General Capabilities
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Before sorting by “LEVEL5”:
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After sorting by “LEVEL5”:



• Filtering SAS data sets with the 

SAS Universal Viewer 1.1

General Capabilities
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• Viewing SAS programs, logs, and listings 

with the SAS System Viewer 9.1

General Capabilities
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• Viewing SAS programs, logs, and listings 

with the SAS Universal Viewer 1.1

General Capabilities
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• SAS System Viewer 9.1

– Old but fast, very easy to use

– Unique feature: Batch Submit of SAS programs

• SAS Universal Viewer 1.1

– Modern but slower, a little bit harder to learn

– New: colour-coded Enhanced Editor        

– New: “break large data sets into pages”

– New: does not lock data sets

– New: “Workspace” concept (can be saved)

– New: user-defined formats can be imported

Comparison
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• Both Viewers have reasonably good online 

help. 

• The Universal Viewer 1.1 installs complete 

with a separate User’s Guide (PDF format)

• SAS Global Forum 2010 Paper 229 by Steve 

Wright: 

http://support.sas.com/resources/papers/proceedings10/229-2010.pdf

Note: SAS and all other SAS Institute Inc. product or service names are 

registered trademarks or trademarks of SAS 

How to learn more
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